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The Abridged 2018 State of the Union Address 

By Celeste Fendt 

 

Over the last year, we have made incredible progress. I will begin tonight by recognizing 

that the state of our Union is strong because our people are strong. 

 

We created 2.4 million new jobs, including 200,000 in manufacturing alone. Wages rose 

and unemployment hit a 45-year low. African-American and Hispanic unemployment 

stands at the lowest rate recorded. 

 

 The stock market gained $8 trillion in value, which benefitted Americans' 401k, 

retirement, pension, and college savings accounts. 

 

We enacted tax cuts and reforms that provided relief for the middle class and small 

businesses. We nearly doubled the standard deduction. Now, the first $24,000 earned by 

a married couple is tax-free. We also doubled the child tax credit. A typical family of 

four that makes $75,000 will see their taxes reduced by $2,000. We eliminated a tax 

that fell mostly on Americans who made less than $50,000 a year that forced them to pay 

penalties because they could not afford government-ordered health plans.  

 

We repealed the individual mandate, the core of Obamacare. We cut the business tax 

rate from 35 percent down to 21 percent. These changes are estimated to increase 

average family income by more than $4,000. Small businesses have also received a 

massive tax cut and can now deduct 20 percent of their business income. 

 

Working with the Senate, we are appointing judges, including a new Supreme Court 

Justice, and more circuit court judges than any new administration in history. 

 

We want to give our veterans a bigger choice in their healthcare decisions. Last year, the 

Congress passed the landmark VA Accountability Act. Since then, we have already 

removed more than 1,500 VA employees who failed to give our veterans the care they 

deserve. 

 

In our drive to make Washington accountable, we eliminated more regulations in our first 

year than any administration in history. We ended the war on American Energy and on 

clean coal. We are exporting energy globally. 

 



The FDA approved more new generic drugs and medical devices than ever before. 

America has also turned the page on decades of unfair trade deals. From now on, we 

expect trading relationships to be fair and reciprocal. And we will protect American 

workers and American intellectual property through these trade rules. 

 

As we rebuild our industries, it is also time to rebuild our crumbling infrastructure. 

 

It can take 10 years just to get a permit approved for a simple road. So tonight, I call on 

the Congress to generate at least $1.5 trillion for the new infrastructure investment we 

need. 

 

Every Federal dollar should be leveraged by partnering with state and local governments 

to permanently fix the infrastructure deficit. Any bill must also be streamlined, so the 

permitting and approval process only takes one to two years. 

 

Let us invest in workforce development and job training. Let us open vocational schools so 

our future workers can learn a craft and realize their full potential. And let us support 

working families by supporting paid family leave. 

 

This year we will embark on reforming our prisons to help former inmates get a second 

chance. 

 

Struggling communities will also be helped by immigration policies that focus on the best 

interests of workers and families. 

 

For decades, open borders have allowed drugs and gangs to pour into our most 

vulnerable communities. They have caused the loss of many innocent lives. 

 

Tonight, I call on the Congress to close the loopholes that allowed criminals into our 

country. Over the next few weeks, the House and Senate will vote on an immigration 

reform package. 

 

In recent months, my Administration met with both parties to craft a bipartisan approach to 

immigration reform. Based on these discussions, we presented the Congress with a 

proposal that should be supported by both parties as a fair compromise. 

 

Here are the four pillars of our plan: 

The first pillar offers a path to citizenship for 1.8 million illegal immigrants brought here 

by their parents as children. The second pillar means building a wall on the Southern 

border. The third pillar begins a merit-based immigration system based on skills and work 

ethic. The fourth pillar ends chain migration.  

 



These reforms will also support our response to the crisis of opioid and drug addiction. In 

2016, 64,000 Americans died from drug overdoses. We must commit to fighting the drug 

epidemic and helping treat those in need. 

 

Around the world, we face terrorist groups and rivals that challenge our interests, our 

economy, and our values. For this reason, I ask the Congress to fully fund our military.  

 

Last year, I also pledged that we would work with our allies to defeat ISIS. One year 

later, the coalition to defeat ISIS has liberated almost 100 percent of the territory they 

once held in Iraq and Syria. But there is much more work to be done.  

 

In the past, we have released hundreds of dangerous terrorists, only to meet them again 

on the battlefield -- including the ISIS leader, al-Baghdadi. I just signed an order directing 

Secretary Mattis to reexamine our military detention policy and to keep open the 

detention facilities at Guantánamo Bay. I am also asking the Congress to ensure that we 

continue to have all necessary power to detain terrorists. 

 

Last month, I took an action endorsed unanimously by the Senate just months before: I 

recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. This action was opposed by dozens of 

countries in the United Nations. That is why, tonight, I ask the Congress to pass legislation 

to help ensure American foreign-assistance dollars always serve our interests. 

 

When the people of Iran rose up against the crimes of their corrupt dictatorship, I did not 

stay silent. America stands with the people of Iran in their courageous struggle for 

freedom. I am asking the Congress to address the fundamental flaws in the Iran nuclear 

deal. 

My Administration has imposed sanctions on the communist and socialist dictatorships in 

Cuba and Venezuela. But no regime has oppressed its own citizens more than the 

dictatorship in North Korea. North Korea's pursuit of nuclear missiles could very soon 

threaten our homeland. We are waging a campaign of maximum pressure to prevent that 

from happening. 

 

Thank you, and God bless America. 


